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‘Government by fiat': GOP senators warn
against Trump emergency declaration

By - Associated Press —
Sunday, February 17,2019
(AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)

TOPEKA, Kan. — Kansas’ two Republican U.S. senators

worry about the precedent set by President Donald Trump’ s
declaration of a national emergency at the border with Mexico
to secure more money for a wall.
Sens. Jerry Moran and Pat Roberts said Saturday that they are
concerned that a future president could use a similar
declaration to impose policies that Congress has not
authorized. The White House has said $6.1 billion will be
redirected to the wall.

But the senators said they are still studying the question of
how much authority the president has under the U.S.
Constitution to make such a move.

Moran said: “I” m worried that if it gets used this time,
what’ s the next instance in which it becomes used?”
Roberts said he worries about “government by fiat” in the

future.
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Senate has votes to formally disapprove of Trump
emergency declaration, Tammy Duckworth says

By David Sherfinski - The Washington Times —
Sunday, February 17,2019
(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, Illinois Democrat, on Sunday said she
believes there are enough votes in the Senate to pass a resolution
disapproving of President Trump’ s recent emergency declaration the
White House says will allow him to tap unspent money to construct a
border wall.

“I think we do,” Ms. Duckworth said on ABC’ s “This Week.”
“Now, whether we have enough for an override and veto, that” s a
different story.”

“But frankly, I think there’ s enough people in the Senate who are
concerned that what he’ s doing is robbing from the military and the
[Defense Department] to go build this wall,” she said.
Under the National Emergencies Act, Congress can pass a resolution
disapproving of Mr. Trump’ s emergency declaration.

It takes a simple majority vote in the House and the Senate to pass.
That should be an easy hurdle in the Democrat-controlled House, but
it means at least four GOP senators would have to take a vote going
against the president to get it through the Senate.

Though some Republicans have said they’ re concerned about Mr.
Trump’ s declaring an emergency to speed up construction on his
desired U.S.-Mexico border wall, leaders are skeptical there would be
a two-thirds vote in both the House and the Senate to override a

would-be veto on a resolution of disapproval.
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Majority of voters not siding with Trump in
emergency declaration controversy, poll shows

The majority of registered voters disapprove of President Trump
declaring a national emergency and want to see it challenged in court,
according to a new poll released Tuesday.

The data from a new NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll showed that
60 percent of voters said they didn’ t approve of the president’ s
controversial national emergency. More than half said that there was
no real crisis and that Mr.Trump is misusing his executive power in
declaring one.

While Democrats were staunchly against the president’ s decision, the
vast majority of Republicans are firmly behind his decision and
believe in the national crisis at the border.

The declaration came after a long-fought stalemate in Congress left
Mr. Trump with $1.375 billion for his border wall, a fraction of what
he was initially looking for.

Nearly 60 percent of voters want the show of executive power to be
pushed back in the courts.

On Monday, California and 15 other states did just that and filed
lawsuits against Mr. Trump’ s emergency declaration.

The poll surveyed 807 adults from Feb. 15-17, with a margin of

error around 4.6 percentage points.
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GOP takes first step toward ‘nuclear’ rules
change to speed Trump nominees

Republicans took the first official step Wednesday toward a rule

change that would allow the Senate to speed up votes for some of the
president’ s nominees, setting the stage for what is likely to become a
“nuclear” confrontation.

While pleading for bipartisanship, GOP senators made clear they
likely will act on a plan to cut the amount of debate time after
filibusters to two hours on most presidential nominees, down from the
30 hours currently allowed under the rules.

The 10-9 party-line vote made clear that bipartisanship is unlikely,
leaving Republicans with only one option if they want to force the
new rules through in time for President Trump to benefit: use the
“nuclear option” to approve the changes on a majority vote.

“Make no mistake. The Republicans can change this, and will,” said
Sen. Lamar Alexander, Tennessee Republican.

The issue, Republicans say, is that even though Democrats can’ t
unilaterally stop nominees now that it takes just a majority vote to
overcome a filibuster, they can insist on using the full 30 hours’
debate that is allowed even when a filibuster has been defeated.

And Democrats have done that repeatedly to Mr. Trump, delaying

his ability to fill hundreds of vacancies.
Democrats acknowledged that the process has gone off the rails but
blamed Republicans for poisoning the well when they blocked one of
President Obama’ s prominent picks, Judge Merrick Garland, from
earning a seat on the Supreme Court.

Several Democratic senators said they would be fine with giving a
future president a speedier path for nominees — but won’ t do it for

Mr. Trump.

hSYVTBUBERAAED
AR OERAZNLEE.
HRED ATV a V]
FHEHIE

BERNEF 7T TY, BERXER 7T TY, BERXEEE 7T T
9. BIRXFER 7T TY, BRNEIF 7T TY, BERXERY
TTY, BERXER 7T TY, BIRNERF 7T TY, BERYE
F7 7T,

PR B[R 7 T TY, BERXER 7T TY, BERXEEE 7T T
9. BIRXFER 7T TY. BRNEIF 7T TY ., BERXERY
TTY, BERXER 7T TY, BIRNEERF 7T TY, BERYE
7T T,

PR B[R 7T TY, BERXYER 7T TY, BERYEE 7T T
9. BIRXER 7T TY. BRNEIF 7T TY, BERIERY
TTY., BERXER 7 TTY, BIRNEERF 7T T, BERYE
F7 7T,

PR B[R 7 T TY, BERXER 7T TY, BERXEE 7T T
9. BIRXER 7 TTY, BRNEIF 7T TY ., BERIERY
TTY. BERXER 7T TY, BIRNERF 7T TY, BERYE
F7 7T,

PR B 7T TY, BERXER 7T TY, BERYEEE 7T T
9. BIRXER 7 TTY, BRNEIF 7T TY, BERIERY
TTY. BERXER 7T TY, BIRNER 7T T, BERYE
F7FTY,

PR B 7T TY, BERXER 7T TY, BERYERE 7T T
9o BIRXER 7 TTY, BRNEIF 7T TY ., BERYERY
TTY. BERXER 7T TY, BIRRNEERF 7T TY, BERYE
F7FTY,



“Most Americans aren’ t familiar with our arcane rules, but what
they are familiar with is they want more transparency. They’ re
concerned with what’ s going on in the White House with some of
these picks. It’ s our job to be the counterbalance,” said Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, the Minnesota Democrat who is leading the blockade of
the rules change and who announced her presidential campaign
Sunday.

Republicans-said she was shooting herself in the foot, saying
there’ s no way the GOP would allow a future President Klobuchar to
speed her nominees through if she won’ t cooperate now.

“Our view at that point is going to be well, we should act just like you
did,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.

The Republicans’ proposal would leave a full 30 hours of possible
debate time in place for the biggest nominees, including Cabinet-level
posts, circuit appeals court judges and Supreme Court justices. But for
more than 1,000 other posts, the possible debate time would be cut
from 30 hours to two hours.

Under the 30-hour standard, it can take a full week of Senate business
to confirm five nominees.

At that rate, staffing a new administration could take 23 years, Mr.
Alexander pointed out.

He brings unique credibility to the debate, having worked in 2013
on a similar deal to help speed up Mr. Obama’ s nominees. He
worked with then-Majority Leader Harry Reid, a Democrat, on a
temporary deal that reduced debate time to two hours for non-Cabinet
executive branch nominees and to eight hours for district judgeships.
“We did it immediately. I didn’ t say we should wait for the next
president,” Mr. Alexander said, chiding Democrats such as Ms.
Klobuchar who said they would be willing to talk about changes after
Mr. Trump’ s term ends. “I’ m waiting for my Democratic friends to
show the same kind of bipartisan spirit I showed.”

Without Democratic cooperation, the nuclear option is growing
increasingly likely.

That involves the chamber reinterpreting its existing rules in a new

way — a process that can be done with a majority vote. Mr.
Alexander said it” s like a football referee saying that while the rule
book says it takes 10 yards for a first down, he’ 1l decide it takes only
nine yards.
Democrats used the nuclear option in 2013 to cut the number of votes
needed to end a filibuster on most nominees from 60 to just a
majority. Some have since come to regret that move, since it has
allowed Republicans to approve a number of nominees Democrats
would have been able to filibuster, had the 60-vote threshold still
existed.

That 2013 move left plenty of bad blood, and Democrats warned
Republicans there would be “hard feelings” this time, too.

“Today’ s proposal benefits only the majority, and the majority is
trying to rush it through,” said Sen. Tom Udall, New Mexico

Democrat.
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Trump nominates David Bernhardt to
serve as Interior secretary

President Trump has nominated acting Interior Secretary
David Bernhardt to take the job permanently, ending his search
for someone to replace ousted Secretary Ryan Zinke and giving
his Cabinet a dose of stability.

Mr. Bernhardt, a former energy lobbyist whose clients included
oil companies, had been serving in an interim role since Mr.
Zinke departed under an ethics cloud at the end of last year.
“David has done a fantastic job from the day he arrived, and
we look forward to having his nomination officially
confirmed!” the president tweeted Monday.

Mr. Zinke, a former Navy SEAL and congressman, was
nudged out amid a swirl of probes into high-priced travel on
government planes and a land deal in his hometown of
Whitefish, Montana, that involved the Zinke family and
Halliburton Chairman David Lesar.

The Interior Department inspector general referred the land
deal to the Justice Department.

Should he be confirmed, Mr. Bernhardt would give Mr.
Trump’ s Cabinet a glint of stability during a tumultuous
stretch.

His attorney general, Matthew Whitaker, and defense
secretary, Patrick M. Shanahan, also are serving in acting roles
after the departures of Jeff Sessions and James Mattis,
respectively.

Mr. Trump also has an acting chief of staff at the White
House, Mick Mulvaney, and an acting budget director, Russ
Vought.
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The president downplayed the tumult in an interview with
CBS on Sunday, saying acting secretaries give him more
“flexibility” and that he’ s not afraid to shake things up if
he’ s not getting what he wants.

Mr. Bernhardt is likely to be confirmed by the Senate,
where Republicans hold 53 seats, though he will have to
contend with critics who say Mr. Trump’ s Interior policies
have favored the oil and gas industry at the expense of wildlife
and treasured lands.

While Republicans say he brings much-needed expertise to

the role, newly empowered House Democrats complained he
won’ t take the department’ s environmental responsibilities
seriously.
“Bernhardt spent his career lobbying for the fossil fuel
industry. Putting him in charge of regulating his former clients
is a perfect example of everything wrong with this
administration,” said House Natural Resources Committee
Chairman Raul Grijalva, Arizona Democrat.

Conservation groups panned Mr. Bernhardt as a “walking
conflict of interest” who is too cozy with business interests and
who, as a deputy, propped up Mr. Zinke’ s policies.

“The secretary of the Interior should be someone who respects the
mission of the department and sees the value in our public lands
and waters beyond their capacity to be drilled, mined or fracked,”
said Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune. “Bernhardt’ s
time as Ryan Zinke’ s right-hand man in their joint efforts to help
corporate polluters at the expense of the American people makes it
clear that he is not that person.”

Kieran Suckling, executive director of the Center for Biological
Diversity, jeered the nomination as a “reward for months of work
cramming America’ s natural heritage into a wood chipper.”

Oil and gas producers welcomed the nomination, saying Mr.

Trumppicked a westerner who knows how to balance
conservatison and recreation with energy development.
“Mr. Bernhardt knows the department well, and understands the
integral role that the department of the Interior plays in oil and
natural gas development, both onshore and offshore,” said Barry
Russell, president and CEO of the Independent Petroleum
Association of America.

House Republicans who will rely on their Senate counterparts to
confirm Mr. Bernhardt were also elated.

“It’ s a brilliant move,” said Rep. Rob Bishop, the senior
Republican on the House Natural Resources Committee. “No one

is more experienced, and I look forward to working with him.”
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Trump campaign names senior staffers
in communications, finance, operations

The Trump campaign added several new senior staffers Tuesday,

including four former members of the administration, as President
Trump’ s re-election team continues to gear up for 2020.
Tim Murtaugh, who led communications at the Agriculture
Department and is a veteran of the Republican National Committee,
will serve as the campaign’ s director of communications. He also
worked for the Republican Governors Association and served as
communications director for former Rep. Lou Barletta, Pennsylvania
Republican.

Kayleigh McEnany will serve as national press secretary, after
working as national spokesperson for the RNC.

Marc Lotter, former press secretary to Vice President Mike Pence,
will serve as director of strategic communications, focusing on the
campaign’ s grassroots efforts and expanding its national surrogate
team.

Cole Blocker is joining the campaign as director of finance. He served
as deputy director of the White House Visitor’ s Office, working with
the first lady’ s office on White House events such as the Easter Egg
Roll.

Megan Powers, formerly press secretary and senior adviser at the

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, will serve as the
campaign’ s director of administrative operations.
“These hires are the next step toward building a national campaign
infrastructure with state-of-the-art communications and fundraising
tactics, innovative use of social media and a nationwide army of
surrogates and small-dollar donors,” said campaign manager Brad
Parscale. “Together, we will spread the president’ s message far and
wide and hold Democrat presidential candidates accountable for their
extreme agenda.”

The moves come as.the campaign seeks to clear a smooth path to
the GOP nomination for Mr. Trump. Former Massachusetts Gov.
William' Weld said last week he will challenge Mr. Trump in the
Republican primary, although his bid is considered a longshot.
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Top Trump lawyer says Russia probe 'terrible waste
of time,’ predicts Mueller won't issue report

The former head of President Trump’ s legal team predicted
Tuesday that special counsel Robert Mueller won’ t issue a report,
calling the two-year-long investigation of Russian election
interference “one of the greatest frauds this country’ s ever seen.”

At the same time, a new report said the Senate Intelligence
Committee is nearing the end of its own probe of the 2016 election
without finding any direct evidence of a conspiracy between the
Trump campaign and Moscow.

Veteran defense lawyer John Dowd, who represented the president in
the special counsel’ s investigation until March, told ABC News he
believes Mr. Mueller won’ t deliver a comprehensive report, a
potential roadmap of wrongdoing that has been highly anticipated in
Washington.

“I don’ t think there’ 11 be a report,” Mr. Dowd told The
Investigation, a podcast. “I will be shocked if anything regarding the
president is made public, other than, ‘We’ re done.””

Mr. Dowd worked with Mr. Trump for about a year, encouraging

extensive cooperation with the Mueller probe.
“I know exactly what [Mr. Mueller] has,” Mr. Dowd said. “I know
exactly what every witness said, what every document said. I know
exactly what he asked. And I know what the conclusion or the result
is. There’ s no basis. There’ s no exposure. It’ s been a terrible waste
of time.”

A spokesman for the Mueller team declined to comment Tuesday.
Trump personal lawyer Rudolph W. Giuliani did not return messages
seeking comment.

The president didn’ t comment, either, when asked by reporters at a
Cabinet meeting Tuesday if he expects Mr. Mueller to issue a final

report.
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If Mr. Dowd’ s prediction is proven correct, it would cause a major
shift of political calculations heading into the 2020 presidential
election. Democrats are counting on a damning report from Mr.
Mueller, focusing on Trump campaign officials colluding with
Moscow-in-2016 and even on the president possibly attempting to
obstruct justice in the subsequent investigations.

For example, Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Massachusetts Democrat, told
supporters at her presidential campaign kickoff last weekend that Mr.
Trump “may not even be a free person” by the time Election Day rolls
around in 2020.

Nearly all Senate Democrats are opposing Mr. Trump’ s nomination
of William Barr for attorney general this week, with most seeking a
stronger commitment from Mr. Barr to make public the eventual
report from Mr. Mueller.

Lending more weight to Mr. Trump’ s complaints that he is the

subject of a costly “witch hunt,” NBC News reported Tuesday that the
Senate Intelligence Committee is approaching the end of its two-year
investigation without proof of a conspiracy between the Trump
campaign and Moscow, after having interviewed about 200 witnesses.
The report cited Democrats and Republicans on the committee.
“If we write a report based upon the facts that we have, then we
don’ t have anything that would suggest there was collusion by the
Trump campaign and Russia,” said committee Chairman Richard
Burr, North Carolina Republican, told CBS News last week. “We
know we’ re getting to the bottom of the barrel because there’ re not
new questions that we’ re searching for answers to.”

Five former Trump advisers have pleaded guilty in the Mueller
investigation, including former National Security Adviser Michael
Flynn, who admitted to lying to FBI agents about the extent of his
contacts with Russia’ s ambassador to the U.S. during the presidential
transition.

The liberal Center for American Progress’ Moscow Project released a
timeline Tuesday showing 28 meetings and extensive contacts
between Trump campaign officials and Russians from April 2016 and
January 2017.

“Despite real-time revelations about Russian interference, the 2016
Trump campaign chose at every opportunity to continue over 100
contacts with Russia — accepting and encouraging their efforts,” the
group said.

Mr. Mueller’ s investigators also have indicted 26 Russian

nationals and several others. Mr. Dowd described those charges as
“nickel-dime process crimes.”
“I ran big corruption cases,” he said. “I didn’ t go around, picking
scabs and just making any case I could make. If there was a petty case,
I shifted it to someone else. I didn’ t do it. And that’ s where I
disagree with Bob [Mueller].”

Mr. Dowd said the president has cooperated with the special
counsel at an unprecedented level, even providing investigators with
communications with the White House Counsel” s office.

“There’ s no time in history has anybody had this kind of look at

communications with the president,” Mr. Dowd said.
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Trump presses launch for
‘Space Force'; new command under Air Force
Directive seeks funding to be included in
fiscal 2020 request to Congress

President Trump signed a directive Tuesday setting in
motion a scaled-down version of his Space Force to be housed
within the Air Force, though it may one day become a co-equal
branch of the military.

Facing skepticism both at the Pentagon and on Capitol Hill

to the need for the first separate new service for the U.S.
military since 1947, Mr. Trump has argued the new force is
needed to counter growing space-related threats from China,
Russia, Iran and others, who are developing new weapons to
interfere with satellites.
“Whether we like it or not, that’ s where we’ re going. It’ s
space. That’ s the next step, and we have to be prepared,” Mr.
Trump said in an Oval Office signing ceremony with Vice
President Mike Pence, acting Defense Secretary Patrick M.
Shanahan and other top officials.

Space Policy Directive 4 orders the Department of Defense
to devise a budget for the new force that can be included in Mr.
Trump’ s fiscal 2020 request to Congress. The force would
have a new civilian undersecretary position for space, to be
appointed by the president and approved by the Senate.

Mr. Trump last year suggested the Space Force would be a
sixth branch fully on a par with the Navy, Army or Air Force.
Yet the proposal ran into opposition on Capitol Hill, where
some lawmakers criticized the change as expensive and
unnecessary. For now, the new force will be run within the
broader Air Force, akin to the Marine Corps’ status under the

Navy.
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Defense Department leaders expect to formally unveil
legislative language at the Pentagon next week, an Air Force
official told The Washington Times. He said a budget has been
prepared but declined to comment on specific figures. White
House officials told Stars and Stripes that the original outlay
would be just'$100 million; far below the Pentagon’ s initial
estimate of $13 billion.

The move allows Mr. Trump to put his stamp on a Pentagon

reorganizing to fight emerging rivals such as China and Russia.
But the initial proposal is a significant comedown from the
White House’ s original concept floated last year.
“We didn’ t see a way to go there in one step,” one White
House official told Politico. “The thought was to leverage the
facilities and functions already within the Air Force, since
that” s where the bulk of space capabilities really are.”

Gen. David Goldfein, chief of staff of the Air Force, on
Tuesday said roughly “80 or 90 percent” of space-related
military personnel work under the Air Force. “We have been in
a robust debate, as you can imagine,” on how the new force
will operate, he said at a forum organized by the Brookings
Institution.

Mr. Trump’ s directive is likely to face push back from
lawmakers who see the added expense as unnecessary, and it is
not guaranteed to pass in the Democrat-controlled House.
“Congress will almost certainly take their time evaluating the
proposal, possibly making significant changes to the legislation
before voting on it,” said Kaitlyn Johnson, an associate director
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies who
specializes in military space systems.

Still, the White House will be able to go forward with creating
a new combatant command for space, as the move does not
require congressional approval until Mr. Trump decides to
create a separate department.

Although expected to be smaller than the existing military
services, the Space Force could prove a jobs-generating plum
for the state or states that host it. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a
Republican and key Trumpally, said his state would be the
“logical choice” to house the command, given its experience
with the space industry.

Texas Rep. Mac Thornberry, ranking Republican of the House
Armed Services Committee, noted the Space Force idea “has a
record of attracting bipartisan support in Congress.”

“This is an important next step towards real reform of national
security space where we face real threats posed by Russia and
China,” he said.

e Carlo Munoz contributed to this story.

14

XE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNE(F
TY, BIERNE[F 7T TY, BRNERFZTTI . ¥
XE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7 T I BIERNE(E 77
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,
XE[E7TTY, BERNEIF T T T #ERNEFT
T, BERNERR 7T TI, BIRNERF 7T TI, ¥l
XE[@F7T T, BRNER 7T TI, BERXEFRFT
TY., BIBRNER 7T T,
XE[E7TTY, BERNERF 7T TI, BERNEET7 T
TY, BIERNER 7T TY, BIERNEEF7TTI, #R
YE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TI, BRRYERET7 T
TY, BERYER 7T TY,
XE[E7TTY, BIERNEF 7 TTI, BRRYEET7 T
TY, BIERNZE[R 7T TY, BIIRNEEF7TTI, R
YE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TY, BERNYEET7 T
TY, BERYER 7T TY,
YE[F7TTY, BIERNEF 7T TY, BRRYERET7 T
TY, BIERNER 7T TY, BIRRNEF7TTI, R
YE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TY, BRRYERET7 T
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,
XE[F7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TY, BRRYERET7 T
TY, BIERNER 7T TY, BIRRNEF7TTI, R
XE[F7TTY, BIERNEF 7T TY, BRRYERET7 T
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,
YE[E7TTY, BERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNEFT
TY, BIERNE[R 7T TY, BIIRNEEFT7TTI, ¥
YE[E7TTY, BIERNEIF 7T TI, BIERYEFT
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,
YE[E7TTY, BERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNEFT
TY, BIERNE[R 7T TY, BIIRNEEFT7TTI, ¥
YE[E7TTY, BERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNEFT
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,
YE[E7TTY, BERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNYEET
TY, BIERNE[R 7T TY, BIRNEEFT7TTI, ¥
YE[E7TTY, BERNEIF 7T TI, BIERNYEET
TY, BERYER 7 TTY,

RN

NI

S| S|

SIS

© 2019 The Washington Times, LLC.



Senate to vote on Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez's Green New Deal

The Senate will vote on liberal Democrats’ Green New

Deal plan, Republican leaders announced Tuesday, looking
to force Democrats to take a stand either with or against the
liberal activists pushing the plan.
“We’ 1l give everybody an opportunity to go on record and
see how they feel about the Green New Deal,” Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell announced with a mischievous
grin.

He didn’ t say when the vote might be held, but it” s
likely to cause some headaches for Democrats who are
eyeing a presidential bid and who need to try to balance
competing interests within their party.

The Green New Deal is a 14-page outline of principles for
reaching a net-zero carbon emission economy.

It suggests retrofitting all existing buildings to be more
energy efficient, upending the country’ s existing food
supply, and pushing for cleaner transportation methods,
while promoting economic redistribution and other social

justice goals.

15

XE[E7TTY, BERYER 7T TY, BERYEET
TCTY, BERYER 7T TY, BRRNEIE 7T T,
WERYER 7T TY, BRNERF 7T TY . BIIRYE
&7 7 T9, BERYER 7T T,

XE[E7TTY, BERYER 7T TY, BERYEET
TCTY, BERYER 7T TY, BRRNEIL 7T T,
WERYER 7T TY, BRNEF 7T TY ., BIRYE
&7 7 T9, BERYE[ 7T T,

XE[E7TTY, BERYE 7T TY, BERYEET
TCTY, BERYER 7T TY, BRRNEIL 7T T,
MERYER 7T TY, BRNERF 7T TY . BIRYE
&7 7 TY, BERYE[R 7T T,

Y&E[@F7TTY, BERNEIX 7T TY, BIRYEEET
TCTY, BERYER 7T TY, BRRNEIE 7T T,
PERYZER 7T TY, BRRNZERF 7T TY, BIRNE
(&7 T CTY, BERYZEFT7T T,

Y&E[EF7TTY, BERNEIX 7T TY, BIERXEFT
TCTY, BERYER 7T TY, BRRNEIL 7T T,
BERYZER 7T TY, BRRNZER 7T TY, BIRNE
(&7 7 CTY, BERYZF7TTY,



Freshman Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, New York
Democrat, and Sen. Ed Markey, Massachusetts Democrat,
are pushing the plan.

Mr: Markey complained Tuesday after learning that his

plan would geta vote.
“Republicans. don’ t want to debate climate change, they
only want to deny it,” he said. “They have offered no plan to
address this economic and national security threat and want
to sabotage any effort that makes Big Oil and corporate
polluters pay.”

He didn’ t say what part of the vote would be sabotage
but insisted his plan has “struck a powerful chord” with
average Americans.

“Republicans, climate deniers and the fossil fuel industry
are going to end up on the wrong side of history,” he said.

So far, he has struggled to get backers.

Only a dozen senators and 68 House members have signed
on. But seven of those senators are among those vying for
the Democratic presidential nomination.

On the other side, however, is House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, who has mocked the proposal as a “dream.”

Asked about the upcoming Senate vote, Minority Leader
Charles E. Schumer didn’ t want to talk about what
Democrats would do. He said the pressure should be on
Republicans, instead, to offer their plans.

“The first question Republicans should answer is what is
their answer on climate change. What are they going to put

forward?” he said.
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Trump calls on Rep. Omar to resign over
anti-Israel comments
Dismisses her apology for remarks as ‘lame’

President Trump called on embattled Democratic Rep. Ilhan Omar

to resign or be stripped of a key committee post Tuesday over
comments that were viewed as anti-Semitic.
“It’ s terrible what she said and I think she should either resign from
Congress, or she should certainly resign from the House Foreign
Affairs Committee,” Mr. Trump told reporters at the White House.
“Anti-Semitism has no place in the United States Congress.”

The president said the comments by Ms. Omar, a native of Somalia
who is Muslim, are “deep-seated in her heart.” He called her apology
this week “lame.”

“She didn’ t mean a word of it, [it] was just not appropriate,” Mr.
Trump said.

Ms. Omar, a first-term lawmaker, was forced by Democratic leaders
to apologize for saying on Twitter that some lawmakers’ support for
Israel was “all about the Benjamins,” a reference to campaign
donations from pro-Israeli interests.

In her apology, she said she was “grateful for Jewish allies and
colleagues who are educating me on the painful history of anti-Semitic
tropes.”

After she apologized Monday, Ms. Omar went on to retweet a
thread defending her claim that campaign contributions from the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee buy support for the
group’ s positions.

Whether or not she resigns, the president said, “at a minimum, she

shouldn’ t be on committees, certainly that committee.”
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